
 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF GAINES 

MEETING LOCATION: 8555 Kalamazoo Ave., SE, Caledonia, MI 49316 

Township Board of Trustees Meeting 

*PRELIMINARY AGENDA* 

MONDAY – January 22, 2024 

Time: 5:30PM 

 

1. Opening Prayer ~ Rob DeWard 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Call to Order and Attendance ~ 

4. Declaration of Conflict of Interest 

5. Approval of Agenda 

6. Public Comments – Public may speak regarding anything on the agenda which is NOT 

scheduled for a public hearing (comments limited to 3 minutes per speaker) 

7. Public Hearings-NONE 

8. New Business 

a. Consider ~ Switch private road waiver request 

9. Public Comments ~ On any topic (comments limited to 3 minutes per speaker) 

10. Manager’s Comments 

11. Supervisors Comments 

12. Trustee Comments 

NEXT SCHEDULED BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING: February 12, 2024 

ANY INTERESTED PERSONS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND AND PARTICIPATE IN ALL TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEE 

MEETINGS. PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES NEEDING ANYT SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS SHOULD CONTACT 

THE TOWNSHIP OFFICES ONE WEEK PRIOR TO THE MEETING TO REQUEST MOBILITY, VISUAL OR ANY OTHER 

ASSISTANCE. 

*Preliminary Agenda – Subject to Change* 

 

 

The contents of supporting documents (such as text, graphics, images, information, and 

references) are created and supplied by the author. 



 

MEMO 

Staff Communication 

 

DATE: January 22nd, 2024 

TO: Township Board of Trustees 

FROM: Dan Wells, Community Development Director 

RE: Private Road Waiver Request for SWITCH 

 

SUMMARY OF TOPIC: 

Switch (D.B.A. MI GRR LLC) requests a waiver from the requirement to reconstruct 
internal roadways to a Commercial Private Street standard typically required for 
commercial use under Chapter 22, Section 7(B)(3) “Construction Requirements”. 
Switch would like to continue to use and maintain the roads in their current 
alignment.  

Switch desires to divide the parcel that houses the “Pyramid” and new addition into 
two resulting parcels, each parcel containing one of the buildings. Since the new 
building doesn’t have an ingress/egress to 60th Street or East Paris Ave, its access 
road will have to cross the Pyramid parcel, creating a requirement for a shared 
roadway.  Shared roads with commercial use are required to be built to 
Commercial Private Street standards that include an 86’ right-of-way and a 30’ 
paved surface. There is also the intent to add a third data center adjacent to the 
Pyramid, but it has not been submitted for site plan review.  

The ordinance does specify that Commercial Private Street standards are 
applicable to commercial use, and the data center buildings are an industrial use. 
The current zoning ordinance does not address the categorization of data center 
use, but staff agrees with the applicant that data centers are more industrial in 
nature than commercial.  

Switch believes that the existing roads are adequate to serve both the new and 
existing facilities due to low need; there will be less than 100 vehicle trips per day 



due to employee use and 50 trips per week for deliveries once the Switch campus is 
built out.   

ORDINANCES: 

Under 22.10 Modifications and Waivers an applicant may be granted a waiver from 
the Board if the request meets certain standards.  

D. Standards of Approval. The following criteria shall be applied by the Township 
Board regarding a modification waiver: 

1. Strict compliance with the requirement(s) would be unreasonable and 
unnecessarily burdensome because of prior construction; previously 
established easement arrangements; unique physical surroundings, 
shape, or topographical conditions of the property as distinguished from a 
mere inconvenience; or property dispute or economic hardship. 

2. The modification or waiver may be granted without detriment to the 
public safety, health, or general welfare, or damage to any other 
property by way of the utilization of alternative design features. 

3. The conditions upon which the request for a waiver or modification is 
based are unique to the property involved and not applicable generally 
to other properties or other private streets or shared driveways. 

4. Approval of a waiver or variance will not otherwise result in a violation 
of any other Township ordinance, including the Zoning Ordinance, or of 
any other requirement of law. 

5. The conditions making the waiver request necessary were not created 
by the applicant. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

There will be no financial impact to the Township.  

BUDGET ACTION REQUIRED: 

No budget action is necessary.  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

The Township Attorney has reviewed the “Declaration of Covenants Conditions and 
Restrictions and Easements” and found it to meet the requirements of that Township 
Maintenance Agreement, and approved its final form.  

Staff has reviewed the application and December 19, 2023 letter that lays out the 
rationale for the waiver request, agrees with it’s analysis and finds that it addresses 



the standards required in 22.10.D.  Staff finds the rationale for the waiver request to 
be sound, and does recommend approval by the Board.   
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